Your Home. Your Lifestyle.

TexasHomePlans.com

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT DESIGNING A HOME.

After numerous interviews over the years with pexdive clients, we have become aware of a
trend in the questions. The following is our agmio to responding to your concerns and
interests. These are legitimate questions andndeseoughtful answers. Having read this prior
to our initial interview enables our time spenthe interview to focus more on items particular to

your project.

1. We have purchased a site specifically for the viewand special trees. Do you consider
this in your designs?

Nothing can minimize the effectiveness of a welligeed home more significantly than poor site
planning. Our Designers orient your home on thildimg site with careful attention to the sun,
tree location, drive approach, views and curb apga are careful to design with the terrain in
mind to achieve the most cost-effective buildirtg.siThe views from your home are perhaps the
most important of design considerations for mosmndéasites. This is most often why you
purchased your site. A site visit is imperative $atisfying this design demand. The approach to
your house can create interest and provide an,eamfyressive perspective of your home that
reveals its most attractive features early on.




2. How are floor plans developed?

Developing an outstanding floor plan is the produfcyears of experience in design, structural
inspection, critiquing and reviewing plans and pegisstructures. Our Design professionals are
gifted with perceiving three dimensional spatidatienships and visualization of the finished
product. The greater the designer’s structural egpee, the more freedom to create. Developing
a floor plan involves the integration (or sculphg) of the roof plan, elevations and site
requirements. Our experienced Design team willterea innovative floor plan that flows with
your lifestyle.

We have developed fairly sophisticated questiomsaiFrom these questionnaires and “intake”
information that you will provide us, we developuydloor plan. We can work from whatever

information you wish to furnish... word descriptiotfspecific or general), sketches and/or
pictures, but these questionnaires have provep tadst helpful to our clients and our firm.

Awareness of efficient and innovative flow pursudat lifestyle types is fundamental, but
listening to the client is paramount. Designinfo@r plan is much like sculpting in that one
must keep in mind the roof shape, the elevatiorcepnand the interior shapes and space. We
like integrating shapes, angles, octagons andesirtd create an interesting home; however, in
our effort to be sensitive to the client and Buildes are very aware that angles of perimeter
walls are more expensive to design.
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3. What is your favorite style of architecture?

Many clients ask us “what is your favorite desigyle?” hoping it will correspond with that of
their dream home. We would be less than honest ifollowed their lead. It is our belief that a
professional artist designing custom homes woultl mexessarily have a favorite style. A
seasoned artist in this design industry appreciatemiltitude of styles and is cautious of being
limited to any one or a few. A design professiosiabuld develop and continue developing a
repertoire of design elements for a myriad of stydad be ready and eager to study and explore
new styles when a client so requests. He shouié he artistic skills to optimize the sculpturing
and blending of spatial relationships, proportiolexture, appointments and materials. While
style should not define one’s designs, each desigsgally has a major underlying influencing
bent or thrust. For example we will admit that thnust is the “Old World” feel adapted to the
many Texas styles. While we enjoy and apprecikg@nccontemporary lines and elements, our
preference is to create homes that appear to hese bere for some time even if we develop
contemporary lines. Patina with age seems to haeenantic charm for some reason. Materials,
finishes and appointments that resemble constructi@ges past help produce this charm.




4. Can your firm satisfy our lighting and electrical desires?

We feel lighting is as much a part of architectasehe physical structure. We love lighting! st i
the life of architecture. It's the sparkle, pizzand essence of your home. Lighting accentuates
texture, it highlights color and emphasizes speeigpointments. Lighting is designed for
practical tasks and for serenity and mood. Imprgpiesigned lighting can be obtrusive, glaring
and ineffective.

Because of the importance we place on lighting aeehinstituted a system of lighting design
that goes beyond what most residential designeasahitects use. Our system allows us to note
the “type” of light source not just the location afiixture. After laying out the floor plan, roof
plan and elevations, we will study the design ideorto create the most effective lighting design
accenting certain features and washing others, etc.

Electrical power at a minimum is prescribed by cod&e naturally go beyond the code and
consider your specific needs and when requesteglgonith “Smart Home” criteria. Also, we
ask our clients to complete a “Lighting and Elexfiquestionnaire, which helps incorporate their
specific desires.




5. What is your philosophy regarding kitchen design?

The kitchen in many instances is the most importi@sign feature of the interior of one’s home.
Even if the homeowner is not a cooking or food famatic, much of a family’s time is spent in
and around the kitchen. Because of this, muchgiioshould be given to function, flow and
appearance. Further, if the owner is a “home chf® is really interested in food preparation,
he or she will have definite ways of making thekén serve their workflow. The many types of
food preparation, such as baking, grilling, susdi étc. require that the special needs of the chef
are taken into consideration and incorporatedtimtodesign.

Our experience in commercial kitchen design hasrgius a depth of understanding in
the design of efficient and functional kitchensowgver, we know that the kitchen is usually the
center of life in a home anbeauty often overshadows function and flow. Our job is to
artistically integrate these two elements. FurtHetchens are the most cluttered or busy

appearing room in the house. Simplicity in desggthe goal of a pleasing kitchen design in our
opinion.




6. What about your structural integrity?

The structural integrity of a home design is basadl) understanding of the reasons behind
building codes, 2) construction experience andri@)eustanding and familiarity with a multitude
of building materials. Our design professionabgerience as a contractor and developer has
provided us with an in-depth understanding of #hhical aspects of home construction. The
result is a set of construction documents thatexdecal building codes, make sense to building
trades and are well received by Homebuilders. Aesséimony we have designed tpersonal
home for ten of the top Homebuilders in Kerr Coutlease ask us for a list of references.

7. How would you describe the quality of your design dcumentation?

After a number of years of dividing our focus betwecommercial and residential design
TexasHomePlans.com limited its design efforts twlei family homes. The design concept of
every TexasHomePlans.com home is developed by Mimpson personally with close attention
and supervision of the drafting details. The stffexasHomePlans.com has been created with
the idea of “layering” responsibilities with checksd balances. The Designer is free to direct his
focus on concept and artistic sculpturing while Eresign Coordinator concentrates on detail and
mechanics necessary to develop the concept. Thigndpkns for your home will have been
reviewed by at least two staff members resultinginoreased quality and integrity of the
drawings. Since our only business is home desighcm experience is extensive, the design
process is expedient resulting in a uniquely cdafian to build your home.



Because we want to design the perfect home forweuask you questions. As mentioned
previously, we have developed a questionnaire abdtesses almost every part of your home.
After you have completed the questionnaire it bez®m tool that is a great asset for enhancing
the quality of the drawings because all layerdefdesign team become aware of your needs and
desires making communications more effective.

8. What s included in a set of custom home plans?

Normally we provide what we call ‘@Builder’s set of plans” for custom home designs. Our
approach to documentation has proven to be the efésttive and efficient means of home
architectural development. This is a set of dragifigm which Homebuilders can execute a
good likeness of what is envisioned for your hoifieis set of documents typically include the
following:

* Floor plan

» All exterior elevations (front, side and rear view)

* Roof plan

» Lighting and electrical plan

* Foundation footprint (includes elevation changes plombing layout)

» Building section(s) (Only those necessary to comnata special ceiling or column design

or other details not easily described on othewirgs)
* Wall elevation of the fireplace
* Site plan.

What is not included in a “Builder’s set of plans”
There are a number of items that are often includedset of construction documents, which are
not included in a Builder’s set of plans such as:

« Engineered Foundation Design. Because of some relatively new legislation most
Homebuilders require that the foundation engingebie developed by a licensed/registered
Engineer. We are not Engineers nor are but a feshiects in the state licensed professional
Engineers. We agree with the Homebuilders thal suitical element of the building should
be engineered. We do however, coordinate the Ergia Foundation Design.

¢ Framing Plans. Most Builders choose to use either their matesigipliers or a trusted
third party to develop the framing plans. If thaterial supplier does this, there is usually no
charge to the Builder. If a third party contracttevelops the plan, the Builder will usually
have developed a style of framing to which saidypaill adhere.

e Air-Conditioning System Design. It is not common in the residential construction
industry for the Architect or Home Designer to pdevthe air conditioning system design. We
do, however, think through the potential layouetsure adequate access, return air and duct
layout. Often we will consult with an Air Conditiog Contractor concerning questionable
situations. We do provide space for and locatermetir cavities in most cases. Air
conditioning design is as much an art as is engimge Most residential Air-Conditioning
Contractors seem to be very capable of designidgrestalling the systems from our plans.

e Plumbing Diagrams. Again it appears that residential Plumbing Contextare
sufficiently capable of designing and installingeaidential plumbing system. There is a state
plumbing code that is a strong guide for the PlunglContractor. Our Foundation Footprint
and Plumbing Layout help considerably to minimizstakes in locating fixtures, etc.

e Cabinet Elevations.Cabinet elevations refer to the front view of ttadbioets. Our plans
are fairly detailed pursuant to the cabinets impleew. While we’'ve designed a number of



cabinet elevations, most clients today do not warpay us for that service. Currently, the
typical process for your builder is to send youwaur plans to his cabinetmaker. Utilizing our
very descriptive plan, he will “flesh out” the cabt plans. Typically the cabinetmaker is
mechanized and his equipment is computer driveneliewy he has to input the data into his
computer, as he cannot use the computer informdtimm the Designer's CAD program.
Having said all of this we do from time to time d&p the cabinet elevations. It is a costly
process, however.

* Material Descriptions (for specifications).We do furnish a flooring material list and we

also are specific as to “types” of materials uéiizon the exterior. We normally do not get
involved in specific material selection. For exaepve will note where there is to be stone but
we do not specify the cut, style, type, color, ragretc. Usually the materials to be utilized in
your structure are developed from two primary sesrc your Homebuilder and your Interior

Designer (See paragraph 9. Below).

* Wall Sections: Typically we do not provide this detail. A wallc®n usually includes the
composition of the perimeter walls, ceiling and frgmcluding insulation, sheathing and
moisture protection etc.). These items are bsiltsgstems”. There are many different systems
and one may be as effective as another. Each Buile his own desired composition. It has
proven to be ineffective for this industry to chattpe client for drawing such a variable item.
If you have a particular system in mind and wouike ffor us to develop it, we will provide
such detail. However, it can usually be settlethwour Builder in a matter of minutes and be
included in your contract. Generally our clienétest a Builder on the basis of his quality as
well as price. Theypave a good idea of his style and quality of walhposition.

9. Do you recommend the use of an Interior Designer irtonjunction with your
design services?
We highly recommend the use of an Interior DesigrEney can simplify your building
experience significantly. If you involve your Ini@ Designer early on, by the time the
plans are completed they will have helped you maok exterior materials and colors,
interior materials and colors, wall and ceiling erals, plumbing fixtures, lighting
fixtures, appliances and flooring. They will prepa list to accompany your plans when
you submit them to your Builder. With this infortiman you and your Builder will be
able to quickly select or specify all other matksrinecessary to construct your home.
You will deal with such items as wall compositi@héathing, insulation, etc) roofing and
ventilation. Following this process you will olataa price from your Builder which
should be very accurate with minimal surprises. eréhshould be very few, if any,
allowances. These are usually the big surpriseste

10.What is the design process?

Many of our clients are out of town so we haveredrhow to minimize the number of
meetings. Much of our communication can be effibeia e-mail, fax, phone or FedEX.
In addition to the introductory meeting, typicathyere will be three meetings: “Intake”
“Preliminary Presentation” and “Lighting and Elecal Presentation”. Théntake
meeting will usually include the site visit. Thexhaneeting will be thePreliminary
Presentation where we present the preliminary floor plan ani@w rough sketches of
the elevation. After the Preliminary Presentatiee communicate details via fax, e-malil
and/or FedEx. Seldom will we need two presentatmiithe preliminary drawings, but if
we are not real close on the first go round, weebelit is important to have a second
presentation. The last personal meeting will be thghting and Electrical
Presentation,which usually occurs during the development ofstarction documents.



11.How long will it take to complete the design of mjpome?

The design process usually transcends over a thoegh period. We have completed

plans in two weeks, however, typically the clieesidles gestation time between design
phases. Usually this is a rewarding expenditurttnoé. However, it is usually best if the

process doesn’t extend beyond four to five months.

12.Do you supervise the construction for compliance tothe construction
documents?

We are often asked to follow the construction psscas it progresses. We generally
refrain from this type of service. However, we ah@ays available to interpret the plans
or solve any problems that may arise.

13.1s TexasHomePlans.conan architectural firm or a home planning and design
firm? What is the difference?
In the state of Texas one does not have to beeaded Architect to design homes and/or
light construction. While the principal @&xasHomePlans.comajored in Architecture at
Texas Tech University, he did not see the needetore a license. The quality of our
work can be favorably compared with any Architeettirm. Our structural knowledge
probably exceeds that of most firms’ of which wevdh&nowledge. We believe our
creativity is comparable or exceeds the best ameoanomical integrity will also match
any other.

14.What will your clients tell us about your firm?

“ Beverly and | want to thank you and all of thafktfor your imaginative ideas and
creativity in designing our beautiful new home. ¥Y®u know, our lot had an unusual
triangular shape and posed quite a challenge. ai@ lbegin to tell you how pleased we
are with the overall look and flow that resultednfr your design.”.

Rich & Beverly Dodds

“Thank you again for your fine work. You all carty made the design experience very
pleasurable...” Joe & Debbie Johnson



